** Rumour has it that another Real Ale Club has recently
appeared in Sawbridgeworth. Remember RACS is THE
original and long-established group.
Don’t be fooled — or accept second best!

Come and enjoy the fun. We hope to meet you soon.

We regularly attend beer festivals at Chelmsford, Ascot
(which includes a full day’s racing), Ridgewell, St. Albans
and Ware. The favourite is always the CAMRA Chappel
Beer Festival held in the sidings of Earl’s Colne station in
early September. Sup your choice from 400+ beers in a
railway carriage (or cattle truck!) and wait for the hog
roast to be ready. An outing not to be missed.

We have a free - almost monthly! - magazine about
the exploits of members and Club activities. Generally, it is
distributed by e-mail for those who are computer literate,
but we can always provide printed copies on request.
In the past we have had trips to Ostend, Bruges, Brussels,
Lille, and nearer home pub crawls round Cornwall, Great
Yarmouth, Cambridge, Ramsgate and Whitstable.

It costs £5 a year to join (AGM in May). Meetings are
monthly - usually the last Wednesday of the month.

We were founded in 1995 and are affiliated to the Society
for the Preservation of Beers from the Wood (SPBW).
The purpose of RACS is to enjoy good beer, visit
breweries and beer festivals and be companionable over
a glass of decent ale.
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YOUR RACS COMMITTEE

One of our all time favourites, the Chappel beer festival, was
attended on the evening of Wednesday September 5th by a
coach full of RACS members and
friends. Every year it seems to be getting
better. This year featured 400 real ales,
50 ciders and perrys and a large selection
of foreign beers. The very competitive
beer list clearly marked where the beers
originated. Real Ales from Acorn, Blue
Monkey, Box Steam, Brecon, Brentwood, Dark Star, Cotleigh,
Dorset, Green Jack, Fuzzy Duck, Epping, Hopmonster,
Skinners and Roosters, to name but a few, were on offer.
Although by the end of the evening we were getting a bit cold
(one cannot predict the English summer) a great time was had
by all. The pickled onions we had taken warmed a few and a
French lad kept coming back for more!
Before the next summer of beer
festivals we are all looking
forward to the RACS trip in
October, which is the visit to
Ascot (racing AND an all-day
beer festival).
Hope you will join us to enjoy the
fun before too long. Jan
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please fill in this form, in BLOCK CAPITALS, then send to
JAN MEAD, 23, Crofters, Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 0DE
and INCLUDE a subscription of £5 per person per year.
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APPLICATION FORM for MEMBERSHIP of

Plympton, Taunton, Bristol and
Porthmadog - and from some
independent breweries within a
30 mile radius of Bishop’s
Stortford - Coggeshall,
Royston, Henham, Green Tye,
Sawbridgeworth and Felsted. There were
over 30 different breweries represented by 43
beers and 11 ciders and perrys coming from
Bedfordshire, Cambridge, Norfolk, Berkshire
and Hertfordshire.
The weather was good and it can only happen
to Spencer(see left) that he arrived on the last
afternoon to find the beer had run out !
A very enjoyable festival, so look out for the
details of next year.
JAN

attended over the course of the
weekend to enjoy what was on
offer, which apart from the
wonderful selection of ales and
ciders included a BBQ (with
vegetarian options!) and on
Friday night a Hog Roast.
The ales were from the West
Country - Penzance, Penryn,

The fourth beer festival was held at the
British Legion in Bishop’s Stortford
from Thursday July 26th to Saturday
July 28th. Several RACS members

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
CAMRA /BRITISH LEGION
REAL ALE FESTIVAL
July
2012

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:
John Rooth
Phone +44 (0)20 7890 9192
Fax: +44 (0) 207 890 9222
john.rooth@gfk.com
.

RUNNING THE SPBW:
The N.E.C. consists of volunteers, elected every year by the SPBW membership at the March
A.G.M. 8 committee places are eligible for election: Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary,
Treasurer. General (1), General (2), General (3), General (4). The roles of the 4 general
Committee members cover the duties of Products, Editor of Pint in Hand, Membership,
and Branch Liaison.
We are always looking for others to help out in day to day matters and one post of importance
would be that of Brewery Liaison. This is simply to be in contact with breweries who still have
a product delivered (or available) in a wooden cask and to keep our details up to date. The
person would also investigate information of other brewers who use wooden casks and put the
SPBW in touch with them. Not an onerous job and it can be done using online (preferred) or
written communications. If anyone is interested in helping us with this position, please get in
touch with any member of the NEC as soon as possible http://www.spbw.com/nec.html
It is a sad fact of life that we all get older, finding life encroaches on our spare time and that we
may not have time enough to work fully for the SPBW: Elections come once a year and it can
be a bit daunting to be asked to consider going for a NEC position. We honestly do need more
help in running the SPBW and one suggestion was "shadowing", where a volunteer will work
alongside a NEC member and begin to feel at home with being on a Committee, how it thinks
and works. Eventually we hope such volunteers will consider election to a NEC post.
Next year is our 50th anniversary, which makes the next few months even more hectic as we
plan events to celebrate this milestone. It is imperative that we have people coming along and
be willing to run the SPBW past the 50th birthday and well into its future. Do you have the
love of SPBW to volunteer? Get in touch now!

WALLINGTON BEER FESTIVAL
Thursday October 11th – Saturday 13th.
Wallington Hall. 3A Stafford Road, Wallington, Surrey SM6 9AQ
We shall have our SPBW stall in the foyer as usual. If you are there,please do make a point of
coming over and saying hello to the people staffing the stall.

LONDON PUB of the YEAR:
Judging will take place between August and October and the winner will be
announced on the website and in the November Pint in Hand. There is a
danger the usual judging blog may appear on the website, so keep a
watchful eye out for updated news on the site.

NEWS FROM SPBW

Sophie,
Hannah’s niece,
was one of the
bridesmaids

On Friday July 20th, Hannah Mead (Miss Trip on the
RACS Committee) married
Chris Gadman. The bride arrived at
Hunters Meet, Hatfield Heath in
a horse and carriage and although
the weather was rainy and the
ceremony had to be conducted
inside, the sun shone brightly for
the photographs afterwards.

Lucy, Chris and Hannah cut their cake

MISS TRIP
becomes
MRS TRIP!

Trevor & Jenny

Mark & Chris
enjoying
the sunshine
and the beer

Prize-winning
decorated
hard-boiled
egg —
a penguin
from Katie

Jan was in
charge!

RACS SUMMER SHOW 2012

LUCY
DEB & JOHN
KEITH
JOHN & DEB

Jar of Pickled Onions/Shallots

Jar of Chutney

Brown/White Bread

Speciality Bread

JUNIOR SECTION Decorated Hard-boiled Egg
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After the judging —
Members were invited
to taste for themselves

Tasting & judging — Caroline helped by Eleanor
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RESULT SHEET for RACS SUMMER SHOW 2012 held at The White Lion, London Road, Sawbridgeworth, Herts on Sunday August 26th

Jan
registering
entrants
for the
show

