Who are these people? And more to the
point — Where are they?

See over page for the answer...

Thursday September 10th 2009
The festival was organised once more by the Essex
branches of CAMRA on behalf of the East Anglian
Railway Museum. It claimed to be the biggest yet
with 450 beers available over the five days.
We arrived, care of Anita’s, at 7.05pm after an hour’s
journey through the dry Essex countryside. Some
RACS members had come under their own steam (how very apt, I
thought) making our numbers near to fifty. The weather was breezy
and clear.
A few of us headed for the Express Bar where a pint of Crouch Vale
Brewers Gold could be had for £2. Superb value, as the length of the
queue testified. Harry, Jan, John and Debbie, Gary and Tracy set up
HQ at the Shunter’s Arms and provided sample refreshments which
included onions and “tiger” tomatoes, Sawbridgeworth grown. We
discussed various beers and Gary reminisced about a few of us
“getting wrecked on Headcracker” a couple of years back. I could not
place the occasion. I must have been there, then. I couldn’t find a
couple of favourites, Exmoor Gold or Hopback Summer Lightning.
They weren’t available on the night. So I necked a couple of ciders of
which there were forty or so. I wonder if Tracy
found her banana flavoured beer?
Songs from the Blue House provided what
they called “Coggeshall Country”. Their
rendering of Blue Oyster Cult’s “Don’t Fear
the Reaper”, featuring electric banjo and
violin, went well. You could feel the platform
floor bouncing.

But the evening was gone before most of us knew it and we left
at 11.15 having waited some time for stragglers. Some words
were said.
And back to Sawbo by not long after midnight. PAT LEWIS

