QUIZZES Sunday October 16th /November 13th
CHRISTMAS OUTING Saturday November 26th
SUGGESTIONS for venues welcome,
e.g. Cambridge, Brighton, Peterborough, Norwich

MEMBERS SHOW INTEREST.
Contact JAN (meadspanner@aol.com) to reserve places

Remember, TRIPS WILL ONLY GO AHEAD IF SUFFICIENT

Wednesday September 7th
The ever-popular Chappel beer fest

Heaviest Onion
Three Onions from a set
Jar of Marmalade
Jar of Jam
Jar of Chutney
Jar of Pickled Onions or Shallots
Jar of Pickled Eggs
Brown or White Loaf of Bread
Loaf of Speciality Bread
Vase of flowers (entrant’s choice)
Vase of three blooms (same variety)
JUNIORS
An Edible Animal
Bake & decorate three Fairy Cakes

ENTRIES Noon Judging 1.15pm
CATEGORIES

Sunday August 28th Summer Show & Grand Raffle

Wednesday July 27th/Wednesday August 24th
Saturday August 6th lunchtime and afternoon
The White Horse, Ridgewell, a Summer Beer Fest.

Next dates:

in The Gate at 8.00pm. Nibbles after the meeting

usually the last Wednesday in the month but always check -

Regular monthly Meetings -
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The Real Ale Club of SAWBRIDGEWORTH
to May 2012

APPLICATION FORM for MEMBERSHIP of

We will advise you (but not book) on accommodation
in York.

A £16 deposit (for both trips) or £6 or £10, as
appropriate just for one (please indicate which) –
cheque payable to SPBW

To book your place please send me
John Rooth (john.rooth@gfk.com)
20A, Station Parade, Northolt Road,
Harrow, Middlesex HA2 8HB

(1) Friday November 18th – trip to York Brewery
(evening) –close to rail station –cost £6.00
(2) Saturday November 19th trip to Roosters
Brewery Knaresborough – note early start time
10.00 am, so we will need to get away from York
at (8.45 -9.15) – journey time 25 mins. One mile
from station – cost £10.00.
Visiting Knaresborough & Harrogate pubs during
afternoon/evening.
Neither trip includes food.
(3) Sunday November 20th –York pubs.

ITINERARY

ANNUAL “AWAY”
WEEKEND 2011

SPBW

NEC MEETINGS
Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month at the
Royal Oak, 44 Tabard Street, London SE1.
Anyone wishing to attend should contact John Rooth
(Details on the N.E.C. page with minutes of the meeting on
the SPBW Forum).

BEER & BUFFET- 24 October at
Ye Olde Mitre, Ely Place, Holborn London EC1N 6SJ.
Further details to follow on SPBW website.

We now have nominated pubs for
The London Pub of the Year 2012:
The following 13 pubs have been nominated:
Blythe Hill Tavern, Catford
Calthorpe Arms, Clerkenwell
Cleveland Arms, Paddington
Craft Beer Co, Clerkenwell
Durell,Fulham
Eleanor Arms, Bow
Harp, Covent Garden
Hope, Carshalton
Old Fountain, Old Street
Olde Mitre, Holborn
Pembury Tavern, Hackney
Royal Oak, Borough
Sultan, South Wimbledon
Bill English is again in charge of the judging process and
will be joined by Aidan, Alasdair, John, Mike and Roger
(who will churn out his usual self indulgent blog). Judging
takes place August - October and the winning pub
will be announced by the end of October.

What a performer. Well done feller!

After his great performance in the USA Wee
Wonders, Max has now been playing at the
Longniddrey course in East Lothian in the
European Championships for 8 year olds.
He had to play 3 rounds on the nine hole
course which measured 1800 yards.
Day one he shot 37 (1 over par), Day two
36, Day three 35. He finished fourth out of a
field of 31.

Wee Wonder Max

Last month in RACSQ I included a piece
about Max which I had failed to notice was
two years old! Mea culpa! Apologies to all
— this is the latest information on the
RACLINGS success story.
Max Hopkins - a right little Wee Wonder!
Max triumphs again

E-mail JAN (meadspanner@aol.com)
)
(
as soon as possible

Have you booked your places on the RACS
coach on Wednesday September 7th for the
visit to

Found by Jenny and Trevor Mollard while on their cruise this summer

“For every wound, a balm
For every sorrow, a cheer
For every worry, a calm
For every thirst, a beer”

This event was run jointly by the Gibberd Garden
Trust and the local CAMRA branch, Herts and Essex
Borders. This was the fourth time the event has
been run, being a winning combination of 25 real
ales with several real ciders and perries, with seven
acres of beautiful and quirky gardens, with many
sculptures. The garden was designed by the
architect of Harlow, Sir Frank Gibberd, surrounding
his former house.
This year the beer tent was extended, as was
the main marquee, which was very useful when the
torrential downpours alternated with bright sunshine!
On the Sunday it coincided with Father’s Day, which
several dads said to me was very good timing, as
Sunday afternoon was a family day, with children’s
entertainment and a treasure hunt.
The Festival was opened by Robert Halfon,
the MP for Harlow, and From left: Ivan Bullerwell, Robert Halfon,
Vanda Colombo, Brendan Sothcott
his partner
Vanda Colombo.
They like dark
beers, so that
was easily met,
as there were
several milds on
offer. Brendan
Sothcott, the

Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th June, 2011

The Gibberd Garden Beer Festival

Branch chairman said that all the beers were local, the
furthest being from Tring, in West Herts. Three small
breweries supplying the festival were within three miles of
Harlow, all are doing well, as the demand for real ale is
rising. There followed a long discussion with Mr. Halfon
and branch
members, as
he wished to
hear concerns
and points of
view. He said
that all parties
were
concerned to
save local
pubs, it was
agreed that
locals should
reflect the needs of their
communities, especially in
rural areas like ours. The large
pub owning companies often
restrict beers on sale and
other services offered by their
managers and tenants.
Despite the varied weather and ordering as much
beer as previously, the beer sold out just before the end
of the festival, for the first time in Herts and Essex
Borders history! The Beer of the Festival was Cambridge
Moonshine’s ‘Shelford Crier’, with Buntingford’s
‘Hurricane Force’ in second place.
Chris Sears

June 2011

When Nicholas and I
booked our few days
away in the North York
Moors area, we hadn’t
realised what a good
collection of micro
breweries we would find in the vicinity of our hotel,
The Wainstones, Great Broughton. The name of
the hotel comes from a
rocky outcrop at Hasty
Bank in the north western
edge of the Cleveland Hills
and they can be seen from
the car park — but only
really intrepid walkers can
reach them.
The bar had a good array
The Wainstones themselves
of pumps, including a local
offering from the Wainstones Brewery, which we
were told was only a couple of minutes up the road
at Stokesley. We were sampling the
Amber, when Diane the manageress
noted our interest and said that the
brewer who drank regularly in the
hotel had just left. Suffice it to say
we made sure we were introduced
the next day and then wangled
ourselves a visit to the

The Wainstones Hotel

A well-flavoured
selection of beers to look out for
in the North York Moors area and increasingly further afield!

The names of the
Wainstones beers
reflect the industry
of jet mining that
was once the main
occupation of the
local people.

The
Captain Cook Brewery
is found at
The White Swan
in Stokesley

long tradition in
the area going
back to the as far
as the seventeenth
century.

actual brewery! It is established in
an industrial unit (opposite a kayak
builder!) and was set up by father
and son—John and Stuart Toovey– in
June 2010. Stuart is the brewer and
John organises the marketing and
distribution. Dried yeast is used in
the brewing to ensure stability and
generally the
The present
hops included
Cropton Brewery
was built behind
are Cascade and
the New Inn at
Challenger, with
Cropton in 1994.
Amarillo added
Brewing began in
for extra flavour.
1984 following a

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED CONTACT
JAN (meadspanner@aol.com)
to reserve a place and get more details

Saturday October 1st is day two of the 5th Ascot
Racecourse Beer Festival in association with CAMRA
and Fuller’s; expect more than just exciting Flat racing
at this extensive regional Beer Festival as you sup on
an array of over 200 real ales, cider and perries. We
are showcasing a wide variety of real ales including
Horsepower an American style IPA, from Pitstop
Brewery in Wantage, which returns to defend its title
of the Ascot Racecourse Beer of the Festival. This
prestigious title is awarded by racegoers across the
weekend so competition in 2011 will be fierce. Each
Half Pint Beer Festival voucher is purchased for
£1.50. Vouchers can be redeemed against a half pint
sample of any showcased real ale, cider or perry.
Vouchers can be purchased on the day within the
Beer Festival or pre-ordered with your racing tickets to
save time on the day. A limited edition commemorative
Beer Festival glass is also available for £4.
Between races customers will be serenaded by
Ade Edmondson (The Young Ones & Bottom) and
The Bad Shepherds. Edmondson founded
the band in 2008, performing punk and
new wave classics using folk instruments.
The band have released two albums and
currently perform all across the UK.
Gates Open: 11.00am
First Race: 2.00pm/Last Race: 5.30pm

DO YOU FANCY A DAY AT THE RACES,
INCLUDING A BEER FESTIVAL?

Being a ‘half and half’ branch, Herts and Essex Borders
branch get to go round both counties’ best pubs. We thought you
might be interested where to go, if you happen to be in Essex! The
trip was very long, with only a short while in each pub, because
Essex is such a big county. The Essex branches did not make our
life any easier by choosing pubs as far
The White Hart
flung as possible, with long distances
of country roads in between!
Our first pub was the White
Hart, in Grays. This is a large,
imposing pub near the town centre.
The pub was very light and airy, with
very pleasant staff and a good mix of
customers. We enjoyed Doom Bar,
Brewers Gold, Crouch Vale Best Bitter
and Weybridge Durdle Door. Then it
was back on the bus and on to Rochford, where, in the heart of the
old and picturesque town we found the
The Golden Lion
Golden Lion. Most of us had never
been there before, it is a charming old
pub, heavily beamed and the ceiling
decorated with pump clips. There are
stained glass windows with matching
lamps, a book corner and the tables
and stools are most unusual, being
based with cast iron. We had good
beer as well as plenty to look at,
Ushers 1824 (brewed by Wychwood),
Brewers Gold, Adnam’s Bitter, GK Abbott and Oscar Wilde.
Then it was on to Chelmsford,
The Woolpack
to last year’s branch pub, the
Woolpack. It is situated near the city
centre, but in the backstreets. It is a
Greene King pub, though it has
independent brewers too. We found
several local branch members having
a quiet drink, until we appeared!
Abbott was on gravity, the rest on
hand pumps, which were Roosters
Leghorn, Thwaites Wainwright, Okells
Old Skipper, H and H Olde Trip,

CAMRA Essex Pub of the Year Trip 2011

The Blue Boar

Brentwood Porter and GK April Fool plenty to choose from!
The next scenic route
took us to Maldon, on the coast. The
Blue Boar was the chosen pub here,
and very delightful it is, too! The Farmers
Ales brewery is out at the back in halftimbered outbuildings, the hotel is one
side of the old coaching inn courtyard,
while the pub is in two large bars, in the very ancient former stables.
They seem to have lightened the beams in the high ceilings since our
last visit, it seems much lighter in there than before. There was a good
mix of customers and dogs, with Adnam’s Bitter and five Farmers Ales
to choose from. Very civilised!
We continued along the coast to Harwich, where we visited
the New Bell Inn, right on the sea front. This cosy little pub has a
large collection of ‘snow storm’ globes and we
The New Bell Inn
were made very welcome, with Harwich Town
Bathside Battery, GK IPA, St Peters Ruby
Red and Oscar Wilde to choose from. We
then retraced our steps to the Thatchers
Arms at Mount Bures, near Chappel. It is a
very ‘foodie’ pub, with only Brewers Gold, Red
Fox Mild and Adnams Bitter on at the time. It
is very isolated, in beautiful countryside, with
a large garden overlooking the Stour Valley.
North after that to our final
The Bell
pub, the Bell at Castle Headingham.
A fifteenth century coaching inn lies
behind the Georgian frontage on the
main street, in the heart of the village.
There is a rabbit warren of small
rooms as well as the two bars, all of
which are available to sit in and well
worth a look, as they are so quaint.
The staff are always very jolly and the
beers are served on gravity; we tried
Maldon Gold and IPA, Adnams Bitter and Ilkley Black.
The trip was a bit of a marathon, we suggest you visit one or
two at a time, as they were all worth the visit!
Chris Sears

1 UNIT is ½ pint of 3.5% lager, beer, cider
or
125ml 9% wine or 25ml 40% spirit

ALWAYS DRINK RESPONSIBILY
The recommended weekly intake of alcohol for
adult males is 21 units
and for adult females is 14 units

not everyone is still
awake and wanting to
share your conversation!

PLEASE
LEAVE QUIETLY
at the
END of the EVENING

Live music Friday/Saturday/Sunday evenings

Food available—from the usual menu and BBQ

PLEASE REMEMBER
that NOT all beers are on sale
at the same time.

London Road
SAWBRIDGEWORTH
Herts CM21 9JJ
Tel: 01279 722313

(the home of the Sawbridgeworth Brewery)

The Gate

at

Midday – 11.30pm

August 26th/27th/28th

Thursday August 25th 2011
5pm — 11.00pm
Friday/Saturday /Sunday

THE BIG ONE!
19th ANNUAL
BEER FESTIVAL

