The Gate, in Sawbridgeworth, Herts has been a pub since two
cottages were knocked into one in the early nineteenth century; it was
called The Gate in 1843. It had been a Whitbread’s Pub since 1961;
in 1988 Tom and Jean Barnett took over the tenancy. At that time it
served keg beers and had one hand pump serving Flowers IPA.
Tom had had a varied career before becoming a landlord, he
was a professional footballer at Crystal Palace and in the summer
played in the second team for Surrey County Cricket Club. He was a
manager at St. Alban’s City F.C., then he moved on to Hertford Town
F.C. where he and his son, Gary, became interested in the bar
management side of the business.
Tom says that he wouldn’t have got into Real Ale if it wasn’t for
two things: his team won a beer carrying competition at High Wych in
1990. The prize was McMullens AK, which he sold at £1 a pint and it
lasted 2 hours! He thought Real Ale could be a winner and got in
some Ridleys IPA, which lasted just a day. Not knowing anything
about keeping Real Ale, the second chance occurrence was the
patronage and assistance of three Camra stalwarts, Dave Young,
Derek Wisdom and Mick Gill, who also advised on the selection of
ales. At that time there were about 400 listed in the Good Beer Guide
and Tom thought he would be doing well to reach 100 different ales.
Two years later Tom became interested in keeping the pump clips,
assisted by Tom Coppack, an avid collector and long time Camra
member. Tom Barnett gave the clips to him at first, but they found
there were duplicates and Tom Barnett started putting them up on the
old beams in the pub.
Eighteen months later, in 1992, The Gate staff had served
1000 different Real Ales and by 2005 had reached 3000, which was
celebrated with a party. The number has snowballed since, with many
more small breweries to buy from, the count in June 2009 being 7083.
The pump clip collection now stands at 6467.
Always looking for innovations, the pub holds frequent beer
festivals in a marquee in the car park, with 80-120 beers, the largest
being over the August Bank Holiday and now in its fifteenth year.

The Gate Public House and its Huge Collection of Pump Clips

In 1994 Tom and Graham Canny started the Real Ale Club of
Sawbridgeworth ( RACS), which continues to flourish, based at The
Gate. In 2000 a micro-brewery was started at the back of The Gate,
where several styles of beer are produced both in draught and bottles.
Tom says that finding new beers is sometimes difficult, as many
are rebadged. His most recent innovation has been putting two beers on
gravity, which has been very popular. He and his family continue to
innovate, keeping a wide selection of Real Ales flowing in
Sawbridgeworth.
Chris Sears
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NO! IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO START THINKING
ABOUT OUR CHRISTMAS BASH. ON
SATURDAY DECEMBER 12th
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO FOR THE DAY?
SUGGESTIONS SO FAR ARE
A DAY IN CAMBRIDGE OR ST. ALBAN’S FOR
SHOPPING AND/OR A PUB CRAWL.
WHAT DO YOU WANT - LET JAN KNOW AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE. FINAL VOTES WILL BE
TAKEN AT THE RACS SEPTEMBER MEETING
SO THAT ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE IN
GOOD TIME.

CHRISTMASOUTING

Twenty RACS members made the journey by coach to
Chelmsford for the beer festival held in the town's Admiral
Park, a very large and popular location. There was a wide
variety of ale - light, dark milds golden and brown bitters,
fruit beers, stouts and porters and barley wines. 350 in all,
plus over 120 ciders and perries and a Belgian beer bar
housing over 90 Belgian beers, so there was enough
choice for everyone.
Many of us sampled quite a selection of new ales as well
as some favourites, There was also entertainment in a
separate marquee - Friday night being Counterfeit Quo, a
tribute to Status Quo. A great festival - free to enter for
CAMRA members,and a very well thought out programme,
where the list had colour coded glasses by the side of the
ale to indicate the beer style e.g. yellow glass = golden ale,
purple = stout or porter etc.
Why we have not been to this fest before I do not know. It
was family friendly as it was partly outside as well as in
marquees. This is certainly one for the diary for next year
and not to be missed.
Jan

CHELMSFORD SUMMER BEER FESTIVAL 2009

... and a good
time was had
by all!

brewery had been postponed - what to do?
Hertford is not far by bus so the intrepid group of
Jan, Harry, Hannah, Lucy, Deb and John decided to
have a day out anyway. Hertford has a good
selection of pubs (The Barge, however, charged far
too high prices - £5.60 for a small glass of wine and
over £3.30 - £3.80p a pint for beer, but The Cross
Inn was much more reasonable!) to choose from
while whiling away a glorious day in some of the
best weather of the summer.
Lucy found the pubs rather boring but did enjoy
spending her pocket money on some items from the
Saturday market - a pink skirt and a selection of
colourful beads - to adorn herself.
Jan

The weather was fine and the trip to the Great Yarmouth

DAY TRIP TO HERTFORD

The First Bishop’s Stortford Real Ale Festival

This Festival was held at the British Legion Club in Bishops Stortford and it was the
first one that has been held at these premises, it was jointly run by The local CAMRA
branch and the British Legion. Over the course of the weekend they were selling over
20 real Ales from local breweries or from a 30 mile radius. They included beers from
Bartrums, Brentwood, Broadies,Buntingford, Cambridge, Green Tye, Mill Green,
Pitfield, Saffron, Shalford and Vale, All of which are sold in local real ale pubs in the
area. We spent a pleasant evening in the grounds of the club it was a lovely setting
and the weather was kind to us on the Friday evening .
Jan

On 31st July and 1st August 2009, the first beer festival was held at the
beautiful venue of the British Legion Club in Windhill. This imposing,
large old building has a huge garden, which was filled to capacity on the
Friday evening, with over 400 people going through on that day. On the
Saturday, people moved indoors as the evening was wet, but there was
still a very good crowd.
The original beer order had to be doubled for the Saturday and there
was very little left. Brendan Sothcott, the CAMRA branch chairman, said
he was thrilled that the festival was so busy, and thanked all the CAMRA
volunteers and the Legion staff for all their hard work to make the
festival such a success.
Several of the residents
of Bishop’s Stortford
who attended, said it
was high time Stortford
had its own beer
festival and they hoped
it would be a regular
fixture. Customers were
invited to vote for the
‘Beer of the Festival’.
The top spot went to
‘Union Jack’ from the
Green Tye Brewery.
This little East Herts.
brewery is the closest to
Bishop’s Stortford; the rest of the beers came mostly from Herts and
Essex and were a wide range of types.
Chris Sears
**********************************************************************************

(Held jointly by the British Legion Club and Herts & Essex Borders Branch of CAMRA)

BBQ and Seafood Bar

Plus Ciders and Perrys

Harviestoun Schiehallion Lager
Bitter & Twisted
Hawkshead Red
O’ Hanlons Port Stout
Blade Wheat
Goode Brown Dodger’s Cat
Mill Green Mawkin Mild
Mighty Oak St Swithins

trip on Saturday August 1st 2009 as seen by Caroline
Disaster seemed to loom when the coach (Anita’s are always so punctual)
failed to arrive on time. Ten minutes, 20 minutes and finally 35 minutes late
the coach arrived with an apologetic driver who had found himself gridlocked
in Harlow!! Anyway we piled on and set off....The White Horse was a
welcoming sight and we were soon settled with beers and the wonderful smell
of BBQ wafting around. A splendid touch was the sea food stall - prawns,
jellied eels and oysters among a good selection at very reasonable prices.
Pat Lewis (“I’ll do the write-up for Chappel, promise - as long as you remind
me in time”!) was with us - surprising how we had missed his jokes until he
started swapping them with Nicholas. Peter and Ann puzzled over the
identification of a moth they had found. Katie buried her head in her pile of
books and said little. Timothy went with Grandpa to the nearby playground to
let off some steam. The Caves found the comfortable armchairs inside and
proceeded to relax and enjoy their beer and newspapers. John treated himself to
oysters and Peter and Kim sank their
beers and chatted with Harry and Jan
and Kiwi Jenny. Eleanor ate crab
sticks, prawns and steak burgers with English mustard.
We left at 6.00pm, promising to return
for the winter festival
A good day out - it’s not often I get
the chance of a dozen oysters on a
Saturday afternoon

BEER FEST at The White Horse, Ridgewell, Essex

Highgate
Summer Storm
Keltik
Even Keel
Butcombe
Blonde
Hydes
Your Bard
J W Lees Summer Scorcher
Brewdog Zistgeist Dark Lager
Dark Star
Espresso
Stout
Branscombe Vale Draymens Best
Brewsters Hophead
Marquis
Broughton Coulsons EPA
Hall & Woodhouse First Gold
Caingorm Trade Winds

Deb refused to let Rob
leave until he had
finished up all the
sandwiches...

RACS COMMITTEE
WERE GIVEN AN
INVITATION TO VISIT
TRADE DAY AT GBBF THIS YEAR, WHICH WAS ACCEPTED
WITH ALACRITY. THERE WERE MORE THAN 450 BEERS,
CIDERS AND FOREIGN BEERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
TO LOOK FORWARD TO AND THE COMMITTEE ARRIVED
ABOUT MIDDAY. THERE WAS A LONG QUEUE WHICH WENT
AROUND EARLS COURT BUT IT SOON GOT MOVING AND
WENT INTO THEFESTIVAL. THE WIDE SELECTION OF BEER
FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY INCLUDED SOME OLD
FAVOURITES AND OTHERS WERE MAKING THEIR DEBUT.
SHEPHERD NEAME HAD TAKEN THEIR BREWERY TRIP ON
TOUR TO THE GBBF SO THAT VISITORS COULD SEE HOW
THE BEER WAS MADEWE WERE ENTERTAINED BY THE
SKINNER’S BREWERY CHOIR, WHICH SANG TRADITIONAL
CORNISH SONGS (WE HAVE A COPY OF THE SONG SHEET
SO PERHAPS WE CAN HAVE A CORNISH EVENING). A
HOBGOBLIN WAS SEEN TO BE WANDERING AROUND THE
FESTIVAL. A GOOD AFTERNOON WAS HAD BY ALL FOLLOWED BY A CURRY IN BRICK LANE BEFORE WE
CAUGHT THE TRAIN HOME.
CONGRATULATIONS GO TO BUNTINGFORD FOR COMING
SECOND FOR THEIR BRITANNIA ALE, WELL DONE

Mark Mead and daughter
Sophie model their new
T-shirts

for reaching the finals of the
Champion Bottled Beer category at GBBF 2009

Congratulations also to
Will Compton at

CONGRATULATIONS
to
BUNTINGFORD BREWERY
on winning the
Silver Medal for their Britannia Bitter
at the Great British Beer Festival 2009.

RACS Member
Rob Cherry (in light blue), last year,
won a season
ticket to GBBF 2009 and he intended
to be at the Fest for four days!

